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Meta Tags: Are They A Key Factor?
Well, well, well, its another issue of Total D! This month I thought it vital to explain a quick an simple way to create your 
very own meta tags for your web page as they will help get you listed in the engines! Meta Tags are one of the many key 
factors when it comes to Seo for your site! You must have them to properly be listed in the main search engines. There are 
lots of places to do it, but my favorite is by a buddy of mine and he would love for you to check it out and give it a test 
run! Have a look at www.ranksrus.com under the tools section! Simply put in the requested info and click “Create Tags” 
also feel free to list your site on www.ranksrus.com for $5.00 which is submitted to over 300 search engines and its well 
worth it! Now time for some new tips to help you get up onto the search engines fast and free!

This Months Tips:

1.  What do search engines like and not like?

2.  What is Seo all about?

Lets have a quick chat about what search engines like and do not like. Well there are several things that search engines do 
not like and here are a couple of them.

A. Trash links:  Trash links are links that have no relevancy to your web site. Meaning links from a hotdog site when you 
do digital video!
B. Complete graphic sites: Graphic sites like a flash site that has no actual text on the page, its all images.
C. Link directories: Now we know they love links, but not a long list of links that are basically trash links that do not help 
you. They shun these and it hurts you if you are listed on them, so stay clear!

Now lets talk about what they do like! Here are a couple of things that will help you to boost your rankings with ease!

A. Reciprocal links, links that link back and forth between many sites. Search engines think its a relevant site if it does 
this.
B. Informative text sites, like www.geekssite.com its all text and search engines love to read, especially if you place your 
URL at the footer and google will read it over and over!
C. Relevant link directories, for instance www.geeksslink.com it is related to digital media so if you link there google says 
ooooh yummy in my search engine tummy!

Shannon Lilly



Does Google Page Rank Matter? 
Well lets think about this for a minute, page rank tells the google spider you are an important site, right? 

No not really, lots of sites with low page ranks are number 1 through the net. 

Page rank is simply determined by how many relevant and inbound links are pointing to your site. 

If its not a relevant link, it is a trash link which can hurt you! 

Now that’s not to say looking at your google toolbar with the page rank isn’t helpful! In fact it is. If you have a good 
page rank, that means your linking efforts are working correctly. But going by the google toolbar page rank which 
is not accurate, and fluctuates all the time, is not the best way to discover your page rank. The best way to get your 
accurate page rank is to visit www.igoseo.com and send them a email about giving you your real page rank. They are 
happy to do it and its the real page rank! There is not one that goes up and down without warning. 

Now the best way to get a high page rank is to get quality links from other sites that have lots of relevant links to it. 
www.igoseo.com offers a service for that as well and its worth every penny! I jumped from pr 0 to 2 in just 2 weeks! 
My site is www.geekssite.com 

So all in all, page rank by the google toolbar doesn’t say a lot for your site, but quality links that are relevant do! I 
highly recommend www.igoseo.com for site optimization as they really know what they are doing. They can also get 
you listed with nearly 600 links in just 1 week for a small fee! 

Shannon Lilly
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Hello Total d Readers and welcome to another 
product review! Let me start off by giving a big 
round of applause to www.3dgamics.com for the 
3d Interior Training Kit. I feel that it is a must own 
training kit for anyone who wants to learn archi-
tectural modeling and rendering whether you are a 
max user or not. The workflow can be used in any 
software!

Learning Curve: The learning curve is about 5 
minutes for the DVD…

What Formats Are Offered: The format is strictly 
for your computer with a DVD drive. It cannot 
play in a regular DVD player as it’s harder for you 
to look at on a different screen. So it’s really called 
a “CDVD” “Computer DVD”.

Quality: The picture quality is just pure perfection 
in this training kit! It is a joy to work through as 
the teacher “Michael Johnson” keeps things run-
ning smooth without being boring! He is actually a 
very good teacher and 3dartists to boot! The sound 
is a little low; 3dgamics has informed us that it is 
best to use a headset if in a noisy environment.

3dgamics Support: The support team at 3dgamics 
cannot be matched, they are fast on their responses 
as well as helping with any difficulties, in fact we 
had a problem with one of the lessons on the DVD 
and 3dgamics offered us the choice of download-
ing it or they would send us a brand new DVD 
from the owner himself to ensure it worked. Over-
all 3dgamics gets 5 Stars for support, best there is!

Menu / Navigation: Since we chose the download 
version of the DVD there was no menu, just the 
individual parts for download. But they did show 
us the menu and it is pretty straight forward, noth-
ing fancy is needed.



Price: The price is currently 45.00 + 5.00 for ship-
ping. They have informed us that soon they will 
have coupon codes for up to 25 % off your order of 
150.00 or more.

All In All: 3dgamics Interior Training Kit Is A 
Must Own For Every One!



The Soft brush simply moves vertices in a particu-
lar direction. By default, the direction is deter-
mined by the average of all normals within the 
boundary of the brush. Different directions can 
be selected in the Advanced section of the tool’s 
Properties. The soft brush builds up gradually to 
its maximum strength setting. The rate at which it 
builds is determined by the Buildup Rate property 
under Advanced.

The Scratch brush also simply moves vertices in a 
particular direction, which by default is also along 
the Averaged Normal. However, internally, this 
brush works very differently than the Soft brush. 
The Scratch brush does no stamping, which al-
lows it to cut through dense geometry like butter. 
The Scratch brush has no build-up and moves 
vertices directly to the distance defined by the 
strength setting. Since it does no stamping, the 
Stamp section in Properties is grayed out for the 
Scratch brush. 

The Smooth brush smooths the surface 
by averaging the positions of vertices.

The Pinch brush sucks vertices in to-
ward the center of the brush cursor. 

The Bulge brush is basically a Soft 
brush with the Direction property 
set to Vertex Normal. 

The Flatten brush levels ver-
tices by moving them toward 
a plane. The Flatten brush’s 
Advanced options determine 
how the plane is defined. 

Continued On Page 22





The Move tool grabs vertices and pulls them around like taffy.

Use the Faces tool to select faces on a mesh.

Use the Objects tool to select objects in the 3D View.

The Freeze brush locks affected vertices such that they can not be moved 
by another tool. Unfreeze vertices by holding Ctrl down while painting or 
by selecting Invert Function in Properties before brushing.

The Layer Mask brush works with Layers to hide and show information 
stored on the layers. Each layer has its own mask, and the mask brush 
paints the mask for whichever layer is currently selected. Unmask verti-
ces by holding Ctrl down while painting or by selecting Invert Function 
in Properties before brushing. 



Dragon Sketch & Color By 
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Tech Smiths Snag It Review

Let me start off by saying thanks to Techsmith at www.techsmith.com for the opportunity to review their products. Over the 
next two issues we will cover Snagit & Camtasia and give you the readers a chance to see what they can really do before 
laying out the money to buy.

Snagit Overview: From what we gather Snagit is a program in which it captures a selected area and or your full screen and 
then allows you to im it ftp it save it etc… Of which can come in handy if you cannot afford a program like Photoshop. Not 
only that but it also offers instant screen grab effect filters like gray scale and torn edges to name a few. It also allows you to 
save to your computer in various formats. Making it easy to work with and getting great results quickly!

Options Included: Below I will brake down exactly what snag it offers in saving options, instant effect filters, export options 
etc…

Save Formats:
.bmp
.cur
.gif
.ico
.jpg
.mht
.pdf
.png
.snag for later editing
.swf
.tif

Instant Effect Filters:



Edge Effects:

 

Image Processing Effects

Export Options:

 

Ease Of Use: We believe that anyone with any skill level can pickup Snagit and 
the provided training and be creating screen grabs in a matter of minutes.

Strong Points: This program cannot be beat when it comes to grabbing a shot of 
your screen and giving you the ability to save it out to any format you need. It 
is a Life saver for those who don’t need a program like photo shop.

Weak Points: Because of the simple functionality someone with photo shop 
doesn’t really need it, although it does create some great edge effects that are 
time saving for photo shop users. It is worth the low cost for those effects.

Price:
Buy individual copies
single-user license	 $39.95 per copy
Buy 5-user copy 
multi-user license	 $199.75 $149.75 Save 25%
Buy 10-user copy 
multi-user license	 $399.50 $239.50 Save 40%
Buy 25-user copy 
multi-user license	 $998.75 $495.00 Save 50%

Support: While we didn’t have any technical questions for tech smith on snag 
it as its so simple to use, being a customer of theirs in the past, I can vouch for 
them by saying that there support is great. They reply back within hours of the 
inquiry and they never leave you hanging.



Bouncing Ball Animation
In this tutorial for www.totaldmag.com we will learn to create a bouncing ball animation the best place to start :) in Auto 
Desks Maya! We will learn the basics of animation only. We will use basic key frames and such, so follow along!

1. Start by selecting your ball object.

2. Next lets press “S” to create a key frame for position, rotation and scale.

3. Next let’s move the key frame slider to frame “10”

4. Now let’s scale our ball down in the “Y Axis” by pressing “R” to select the scale tool, and then use the green box to scale 
the ball down a tad. Next press “W” to select the move tool, then drag the ball down to the ground with the yellow arrow, 
then press “S” to create another key frame.



5. Now move the time line slider to frame “15”

6. Finally let’s scale our ball up in the “Y Axis” by pressing “R” to select the scale tool, and then use the green box to scale 
the ball up a tad. Next press “W” to select the move tool, then drag the ball up above the ground with the yellow arrow, 
then press “S” to create another key frame.

7. Next set the key frame time to 15 frames instead of the full 24.

8. Now if you press your “Enter Button” you will see that the ball bounce up and down fast! Congratulations, you have 
just animated a bouncing ball!
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Welcome back to Greg Talk! We will now resume where we left off in the December issue of exploring 
the bad things to do while trying to get your website ranked! Below are the things that you should NOT do 
when performing SEO methods or obtaining links to strengthen your popularity!

According to experts search engines do not like dynamic pages that contain query characters like “?”. Try 
avoiding those. You could try using rewriting rules to map good URL names to those dynamic URLs be-
hind the scenes. Google definitely doesn’t index pages containing “&id=” as a parameter in your URLs. 

Using Re-Directs in your website can be harmful! If you must move a document to a new location, the 
old location has to issue a 301 redirect code, which tells the crawler that the page has moved permanently. 
Webmaster have tried to use a 302 redirect (temporarily moved) to fool the users and redirect them to a 
different page than the one indexed by the spider. Though I can see how the spider can be fooled to not do 
the redirect, when it spiders the pages. This is because spiders can be identified as such before the page 
is served to them. So one could serve different pages to visitors and search engine crawlers. But don’t do 
that. 

Do not post too many links on a single page. Google suggests less than 100. When linking to other sites, 
avoid linking to sites with bad reputation. When you receive a request to link to another site, first go and 
check that the site is of a good quality and that it’s of a relevant content. 

Linking your sites with other sites! When having other sites link to yours (inbound links), try to use dif-
ferent wordings for the anchored text. If it’s always the same wording, search engines may consider those 
links as an attempt to raise your page rank and your site’s page rank will be devalued. 

Things to know about adding URLs to the search engines! Several sources indicate that submitting your 
site via “Add URL” to various search engines might be a bad idea. The premise is that if spiders can’t find 
your site via other sites linking to you, then your site probably is not worthy their time. But this is only 
relevant for new sites.

Well there you have it! You will read many tips and techniques throughout Total Digital Magazine but 
these are the top things in Greg’s opinion to stay away from to be successful in building your rank popu-
larity!

In the next issue we will finish my series up with the positive ways to improve your website using certain 
tips and techniques!

It’s like my dad always told me…there are many ways to skin a cat but try to use the best method in order 
to succeed !



We would like to wish you a Happy New Year and we hope that 
you all will prosper in the new year! Expect more great things 
from totald and send us some feedback about the mag to lets us 
know how you like it! Thanks!
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